
 

 

FINE MUSIC RADIO ANNUAL AGM – SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER 2016 

AGENDA & 2015 MINUTES 
 

1. Welcome and apologies – Mark Jennings 

2. Approval of Minutes – Johann Vos (Chairman) 

3. Matters Arising – JV and MJ 

4. Chairman’s Report – Johann Vos 

5. Presentation of Audited Financials – Brian Gardner 

6. Appointment of Directors - JV 

7. Open Discussion 

MINUTES OF 20TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE FINE MUSIC RADIO ASSOCIATION 

HELD AT ARTSCAPE, CAPE TOWN ON SATURDAY NOVEMBER 21st, 2015. 

 

 

WELCOME AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

FMR Station Manager Mark Jennings welcomed all present and acknowledged apologies. He introduced the 

chairman of the FMR board, Johann Vos. 

 

The minutes of the previous AGM were approved (proposed Len van Zyl, seconded Leslie McKenzie). 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

 

JV said matters arising would be dealt with in his report. 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – JOHANN VOS 

 

� Birthday celebrations: We celebrated our 20th birthday in 2015 in a number of ways, and had a grand function 

in the Artscape opera foyer in July. As part of our social awareness policy, we donated a significant portion of 

advertising revenue generated during the birthday promotion period to the Cotlands Early Development 

Centre. 

� Staff: Station manager Mark Jennings took over from Victoria Cawood on March 1. The takeover took place 

smoothly and Mark immediately settled into his new position. He enjoys the full support of the staff and 

board. Ida Durie, FMR’s in-house accountant, now has a thorough knowledge of the station’s finances. She 

will also take over the librarian duties of Rose Hitching, who had to retire for health reasons. Thanks to Rose 

for her exceptional contribution. Ewan Inglis resigned earlier in the year to pursue a career in law – he will not 

be replaced, his duties now being shared among the other staff members, resulting in a saving for FMR. There 

have been several new appointments: copywriter Vanessa Levenstein, Saan Mohamed, who will help with the 

music compilation for the Simian system, and sales representative Julian Battaglia, who brings experience 

from other radio stations. 

� Icasa: We recently had a meeting with Veronica Barnard, compliance officer for Icasa, which was fruitful. 

� Membership: Donations and subscriptions still comprise 15 to 20% of the station’s income. ID maintains the 

membership register. 

 



 

 

 

 

� Marketing: There are many new advertisers on FMR. This income is crucial to the station. We thank sales and 

marketing manager Debbie Hadley in this regard. In October, in aid of the Theatre Benevolent Fund, we held 

the FMR Mercedes Benz Golf Day at the Metropolitan Golf Course, which yielded R27 000 for the fund. 

Thanks to Nick Plummer for his help. 

� Presenters: Under the guidance of programme manager Rodney Trudgeon, FMR’s many presenters have 

made it possible to keep up the unique service of the station. Our sincere thanks to all of them. 

� Board members: VC joined the board after retiring as station manager. Her experience and intimate 

knowledge of the station and the industry is a wonderful asset to have. Thanks to Len van Zyl, for his 

marketing advice, and Brian Gardner, who keeps a meticulous watch over the station’s finances. And thanks 

also to Martin Hesse, who is responsible for the interesting Opus electronic magazine. 

 

PRESENTATION OF AUDITED FINANCIALS – BRIAN GARDNER 

 

BG reported on the financial position of the company to the end of June 2015. He said that whereas last year FMR 

was ‘sailing close to the wind’, we now have ‘a breeze behind us’. The overall financial position is very good indeed. 

Profits for the year were R233 000. Cash flow increased by R160 000, with total cash at the end of the year at about 

R1 million. Total equity at the end of the financial year, including investments, was just under R3 million. 

 

The financials were approved by the meeting. (Financial statement is available on the FMR website.) 

 

APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTORS 

 

Richard Arends stood down early in the year, and Victoria Cawood joined the board. Three directors were due to 

retire, but all made themselves available for re-election: Johann Vos, Gordon Oliver and Martin Hesse. Their re-

election was approved by all present at the meeting. 

 

The board comprises: Johann Vos (chairman), Len van Zyl, Victoria Cawood, Leonore Ehlers, Gordon Oliver, Tanja 

Bosch, Brian Gardner, Martin Hesse. 

 

FLOOR DISCUSSION 

 

Local content. There was some discussion about local music content, which was required by Icasa to be 40%. A 

member questioned whether such requirement was actually valuable to the development of local artists. RT said he 

was afraid that the quota might go up. MJ said the criteria were quite wide, so FMR was quite easily able to meet and 

exceed the 40% quota. Leslie McKenzie said making signature tunes local content made a huge difference. 

 

Music in Artscape foyer. Once again, questions were raised about why FMR was not being boradcast in the foyer. MJ 

said Artscape felt that FMR content was not always appropriate to the show being performed. There was some 

discussion around having a separate speaker, close to the studio, which would not interfere with other functions. MJ 

said he would reopen the issue with Artscape management and also look at increased FMR signage at Artscape. 

 

Interruptions in broadcast signal. A member voiced concern about interruptions/breaks in broadcast. MJ said he 

was aware of problems and would look into it. He and RT have also looked at a “silent sense” device to be installed at 

the Sentech transmitter, which would play automated music if it sensed a break in transmission. 


